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Le rendez-vous(1)

(The Date)

Fran~oise Collin is a French writer who has published
several novels: - lci. Ie jour fabuleux (Le Seuil), Rose
qui peut (Le Seuil), 331 W 20, election du president
(Transedition), Le jardin de Louise (NB) - a philosophical essay: Maurice Blanchot et la question de I'ecriture (Gallimard) - various collective works : La seduction (Au bier) , Les femmes et leur maitres (Christian
Bourgois), Le recit et sa 'representation (Payot), Le colloque de Tanger-William Burroughs (Christian Bourgois), L'emergence d'une culture au feminin (SaintMartin, Montreal), J.L. Borges (Chicago Press), and
many articles in various journals.
Fran~oise Collin is well known through her important
contribution to Les Cahiers du Grif, the feminist
Franco-Belgium journal which she founded in 1973 and
is presently directing. She initiated several special issues
amongst which is one on "Gertrude Stein" and another
on "Hannah Arendt".

In Le rendez-vous she gives a most sensitive and
strong entry into her inner-world, as well as an expression of her innovative style of writing which experiments with language.
The book is divided into three sections, each introduced by lines from R.M. Rilke, which sets the
mood: a pale expression of love trying to emerge, daring
to be different, and the regret over a loss .
The first section is about "the date" as such, an
appointment or an imagined meeting with her dying
mother . The paragraphs starting with either 'you' or
'she' are mixed throughout in an interesting narrative
process, making the reader wonder who is really talking,

(1) Collins, Francoise, Le rendez-vous Paris : Tierce, 1988. 123 pages .
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and if the meeting has to do with the mother or the
daughter. In French, the "tu" (familiar you) addresses
the mother while the "elle" (she) addresses the
daughter. The "you" is often interchangeable.
Before' 'the date", there had never been any touching
or affectionate words exchanged between mother and
daughter. The last moments are full of regret and
nostalgia about their relationship - what it was and
what it could have been. "You met in the few hours that
were to be the last." (P35). "You were together as you
had been at birth. You opened your eyes. You opened
your eyes with her on your last day." (p.42)

The second section introduced by "every angel is terrible" (Rilke's lines), suggests the dialectical opposition
of things, as well as the daring to do them differently. It
is subdivided into eight parts, language exercises on the
words: "Veille" (wake), "levee'; (rising), "passage",
"marcher" (to walk), "nommer" (to name), "aller" (to
go), "dire" (to say), "entendre or (to hear). It is a
transition between the first and last sections, while using
the same theme: "It is the same wake which starts with
the birth of one's children to be awake, even when one is
asleep. It starts with death, that of one's children. (p.50)

The third section is about the loss of the father. It is
"told through a different language, because it is another
language which he had taught her". (p.113) This
language is more straight-forward, with fewer subtletie~
than the one used in previous sections. It is like the life
of the father- a doctor - and his relationship to hi~
daughter - "a certain clarity, accomplished before
death ended it." (p.113) It closes on the relationshir:
between mother and father, wife and husband, "two in·
terlaced lives, resisting fate, the assurance that nothin~
in the world equals in beauty and dignity the passin~
away of time, and that words are the price oj
infirmity" . (p.123)

( Women in Tunisia

The death of parents - especially of the mother - is
a theme much exploited recently, specifically in feminist
literature. It has given us some very beautiful texts not least being that of Simone de Beauvoir in Une mort
tres douce. Fran~oise Collin's Le rendez-vous differs in
that her text addresses the mother; it is not a description
of her, thus leaving an aura of mystery around her. This
beautiful, anguished narrative adds its touching, in-

novative, creative voice to the nostalgic, often sad, yet
necessary melody. It is a catharsic way of dealing with
sorrow and the need to communicate.
Evelyne Accad
University of Illinois
2090 FLB 707 S. Mathews
Urbana, Illinois 61801

The Tunisian Women in the Era of Independence(1)
In a long article published by Zeynab Cherny Ben
Said in the magazine of IBLA, Institut des Belles lettres
Arabes in Tunisia, the author discusses the impact of
the era of independence which began in 1956, on the
status of Tunisian women. She tries to show the gains
obtained by women through the leadership and encouragement of the former president Al-Habib BouRqibah.
The new era promised a change in family relationships and an improvement in women's status. Its main
achievements have been the abolition of endogamous
marriage, i.e. marriage restricted to cousins and other
close relatives, proclamation of the freedom of marriage
outside one's family and most important, the abolition
of polygyny.
The new law gives equal rights to spouses in matters
of divorce, limits the age of marriage, forbids
unrestricted divorce practiced by men, declares that
marriage is an agreement between two persons enjoying
free choice and judgement. It ensures the strengthening
of central authority and the abolition of the right of
privileged families to neglect the exploitation of commonly owned lands. This practice violates the capitalist
principle requiring the full exploitation of land that it
may yield the highest possible income.

(1) Cherny Ben Said , Zeinab . "Tunisian Women and Independence"
mLA. No . 159, 1987.

Disadvantages of Tribalism
The ideology adopted by the new regime imposes a
struggle against tribalism and clannish loyalty which indicate a primitive way of living, characterized by individuality, jealousy and inability to unite. Tribalism
refuses to identify with the state, to which it becomes
a rival. "Blood ties" says Foucault, the French
philosopher, "act as a means of preventing social
disintegration through the revival of the extended family and the traditions binding together family alliances.
In a country exposed to famine, epidemics and violence,
blood ties are necessary for survival. Only a strong state
can work to eliminate the above mentioned causes of
disintegration and confirm its power over tribal divisions. "
Planning Policy
The economic crisis of 1956-1961 obliged the government to act directly in order to ensure a minimum income of 50 dinars per year for the least privileged
classes. Mechanized industry was encouraged, exportation was increased, a three-year plan, followed by a
four-year plan, were successively adopted. Cooperatives
multiplied, campaigns against illiteracy were organized
under the name of "struggle against underdevelopment". Offices of professional training were created
and women's work in factories was encouraged. Family
planning was introduced with the aim of establishing an
equilibrium between national income and the rate of
population growth.
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