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Abortion in Egypt (1)
Attitudes towards abortion have fluctuated all through
history, from support and even encouragement to absolute
prohibition and condemnation, starting with the Egyptians
through the Assyrians, Babylonians, Hindus, Greeks, and
Romans t o our days.
The present Egyptian law has made no provision for
exempting therapeutic abortion from its prohibition and
has not distinguished it from abortion performed for other
reasons. The law prescribes that he who perpetrates the
abortion of a pregnant woman shall be imprisoned. In other
articles of the law, if the perpetrator is a doctor he shall
receive a life sentence of hard labor. Abortion is viewed in
one article as a misdemanor, and by another as a crime.
Available sources point to the fact that abortion has
become one of the most widely used birth control methods
in all countries, regardless of their culture, ideology or
religion .
Abortion in Egypt
The article dealing with this top ic is based on previous
studies, and on the findings of the field research undertaken
b¥ the Population and Family Planning Board in the area of
industrial ization and population.
The following facts were highlighted by this article:
1. Forty one %of the ·sample used in the field study have
undergone at least one abortion (spontaneous or induced).
2. Twenty five percent of abortions are inducEd, to which
must be added the unknown percentage of inducecl
abortion reported as spontaneous.
.
3. The highest percentage of induced, compared to
spontaneous abortion, occurs in industrial centres (16%),
followed resp ectively by urban and rural areas.
4. I nduced abortion is progressively correlated to the
increase in level of income of the individual.
5. Induced abortion is progressively correlated to the
increase in the level of urbanism of the wife.
(1) Condemd from an article on this topic, published in Arabic and
summarized in English, in Population Studies", a quarterly
published in both languages by the Supreme Council for
Population and Family Planning, Cairo, Egypt, no. 49,
April-June 1979. The author of the article is Nadia Halim
Sui iman, senior expert at the National Social and Criminological
Center for Research .

6. Induced abortion is progressively correlated to the
number of children, the number of pregnancies and the
age of the wife, which all point to the fact that abortion
is used as a method of birth control.

Additional Remarks
a. In spite of the fact that planners and policy makers tend
to overlook abortion in their programs, this activity is
nevertheless related to the family-planning movement all
over the world. This presupposes the possibility of
helpful guidance provided by family-planning programs
for the purpose of preventing the spread of induced
abortion.
b. The high percentage of illiteracy in Egypt makes it
d i ff i cu I t for social planners to provide adequate
information and service to the popUlation. Since the
responsibility should be carried out by society as a
whole, it becomes the duty of individuals to provide the
necessary help. We may mention as an example the case
of the Shatibi Hospital in Egypt, where the doctors in
charge have pledged to perform the abortion operation
on a woman who has become pregnant in spite of the
IUD practice that they had advised her to use.
c. It is not right to conclude that contraceptive methods are
an adequate substitue for abortion or vice versa. The
proper solution is to use the usual birth control methods
and, if they fail, to resort to abortion . It is evident that
the use of methods that do not produce side-effects is
preferable to abortion, which is not always a safe
procedure.
d. In Egyptian society where children are highly prized,
parents who practice abortion must be moved by serious
factors justifying their practice. In 1971, the IPPF
published a report which said that governments that
forbid abortion create a problem for women who use it
without the possibility of obtaining medical care. In this
case the report recommended private associations to help
these women.
I n conclusion, it is the duty of the Egyptian
government to handle the problem of abortion in a realistic
way and reconsider the law which forbids its practice. This
I a w, acco rding to Egyptian gynecologists, has only
contributed to extend the practice of abortion and create
problems that must not be overlooked.

Maternal deaths In Banglandesh (1)
An

article published on Dec.

13th 1976 in the

Bangladesh Times by Mrs. Shah ida Hassan contains an
ardent plea for the abol ition of an antiquated 1860 law
making abortion illegal. "This law," she said, "has shielded
private doctors rather than the cause of humanity or
women."
A registered doctor can earn up to $1,700 a month
from giving abortions to women who can afford it. The
law overlooks such practice, but a poor village woman,
certain to be turned away at one of the few government
hospitals if she wants a pregnancy terminated, submits to a
dangerous form of abortion. She resorts to a village midwife
who often causes severe internal injuries. In 1975, statistics
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reported the death of 10% of women suffering from such
injuries.
As long as distribution of contraceptives is irregular,
women will continue to perform abortions, with or without
government authorization. It would help much, especially
from the economic point of view, if abortion was legalized.
"Each hospital salvage operation for a patient injured by a
village midwife costs $100 per month in food and
antibiotics. Bangladesh, of course, is desperately short of
hospital beds, doctors and nurses."

(1) International Women's News, Vol 75, no. 2, June 1980, p. 28.

